History of Trent, Texas

Trent was established in 1881 along the Texas and Pacific Railway and developed as a small West Texas
community rooted in transportation, education, and agriculture. Located about 23 miles west of Abilene,
the town remains proud of its railroad heritage and close-knit identity.

Timeline Community History

1881 Trent was established as a railway station  Trent, Texas, is located in northwestern Taylor County on
on the Texas and Pacific line between Texarkana Interstate 20, roughly 23 miles west of Abilene. The town
and El Paso. was established in 1881 as a halfway station on the Texas
p— i . and Pacific Railway between Texarkana and El Paso,
1883 The Trent post office began service. placing it about 430 miles from each city.
Wit #lenk sehon| opened i Trent According to local history, the station names for Trent and
1911 The tenth grade was added, and the first nearby Eskota were accidentally switched when railroad
diplomas were awarded. signboards were installed. What is now Trent was originally
intended to be named Eskota. The town kept the name
Trent, honoring . R. Trent, who continued to live in Eskota

even though the neighboring town bore his name.

1915 The eleventh grade was added to the
school curriculum.

'7 Athree-story brick school building

replaced the original one-room school. Education became an early part of community life. A tent

school opened in 1885 and was later replaced by a one-
Population was estimated at about 1,200.  room school on the site that was eventually occupied by a
Christian church. As the town grew, the school expanded its
grade levels and in 1917 a three-story brick school building
was completed.

VT

s Trent schools were noted for having the
gonlla as a unique mascot.

2000 The population was recorded as 318.

By the early 1990s, Trent remained an incorporated rural
town with about 320 residents and sixteen businesses.
Though small in size, the community has maintained a
distinctive identity shaped by its railroad beginnings, school
history, farmland surroundings, and West Texas character.

Source summary: Based on the historical text provided by the City, including early railroad, postal, school, and
population details.

Short Website Version

Established in 1881, Trent began as a station on the Texas and Pacific Railway and grew into a small but proud
West Texas community. Located in northwestern Taylor County along Interstate 20, Trent has long been shaped
by its railroad roots, school history, farmland, and close-knit community spirit.



